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finance is a subject for more sincere congratulation,
than that it seems to have been finally determined by
the authorities in England not to sanction any change
whatever in the Indian currency. Independently
of the objections to which allusion has just been
made, it would be difficult to overestimate the
mischief which would result from altering the
currency of a people who are so stationary in their
habits that they dislike change with an intensity
which Europeans find it almost impossible to under-
stand. -A large majority of the population of India
are cultivators of the land. They have entered into
engagements to pay, either permanently or for a fixed
period, a certain number of rupees to the Govern-
ment for the land which they cultivate. If, because
silver has become depreciated, they were ordered to
make this payment in gold, or if they found that
the weight of silver in the rupee was increased in
order, to get from them more silver than they had
stipulated to pay, a feeling would spread among the
people from one end of India to the other that they
were the victims of a breach of faith ; there would
naturally arise the deepest distrust of the Govern-
ment ; and the harm that would be done would be
indefinitely more serious than any mischief which
can possibly result from the loss by exchange. It
appears that India has had a very narrow escape from